Endoscopic intervention for hepatolithiasis associated with sharp angulation of right intrahepatic ducts.
Hepatolithiasis (intrahepatic stones) is common in Asian patients. Hepatolithiasis with intrahepatic strictures and sharp ductal angulation poses a particularly difficult management problem. Cases of hepatolithiasis with sharp angulation of right intrahepatic ducts were retrospectively reviewed. Five patients with hepatolithiasis and right sharp intrahepatic ductal angulation were treated endoscopically via ERCP. Two patients died soon after the procedure. In the remaining 3 patients, treatment by dilation of the intrahepatic strictures and stent placement was only partially successful. Attempts to access the sharply angulated intrahepatic duct were unsuccessful. Endoscopic management of hepatolithiasis associated with sharp angulation of a right intrahepatic duct is difficult and is generally managed best with percutaneous treatment modalities or surgery, where possible.